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Art Unit: 3653 

DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 19 and 20 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
examiner believes applicant intended " essentially vertical plane", not "essential vertical 
plane". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1, 2, 4 and 9-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Reist (US 4,320,894) in view of Meier (US 4,550,822). 

Re claims 1 and 11-17, Reist discloses an apparatus by means of which sheet- 
like products which follow one after the other along a feed section are transferred to a 
conveying arrangement with individually controllable grippers 3 which can be moved in 
the conveying direction and are designed for gripping the products at their leading edge, 
the feed section having, in its end region which is directed toward the conveying 
arrangement, a conveying nip, in which the sheet-like products are retained, at least in 
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part, on both sides, wherein, in the product-receiving region of the grippers, a positive 
stop, which is active during each product transfer, is provided for the leading edges of 
the products, the positive stop is of two-part design, a first part 44 being of stationary 
configuration arranged as a stop for the leading edge of the products and a second part 
36 being of movable configuration and serving for guiding the leading edge of the 
products toward the first part, the first part and the second part forming two stop 
surfaces which run at an angle to one another, such that the leading edge of each 
product abuts against the positive stop in a region of the positive stop at which the two 
surfaces intersect. See, e.g., fig. 2. 

Reist does not disclose an apparatus wherein the spacing between the stationary 
first part of the positive stop and the conveying nip is selected such that the trailing 
edges of the products are still located in the conveying nip when the leading edges 
strike against the positive stop. Meier teaches such an apparatus in order to ensure that 
the printed product is pushed against the stop. Meier, col. 5, lines 50 et seq. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to make the spacing between the stationary first part of the positive stop and 
the conveying nip is selected such that the trailing edges of the products are still located 
in the conveying nip when the leading edges strike against the positive stop, in the 
apparatus of Reist, as taught by Meier, in order to ensure that the printed product is 
pushed against the stop. 
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Re claims 2 and 4, in the device of Reist as modified by Meier, the second part 
36 of the positive stop is moved with the gripper 3, and is an element of a gripper. 

Re claim 9, in the device of Reist as modified by Meier, the feed section is 
designed as a conveying belt 24. 

Re claim 10, Meier teaches an inclined belt conveyor 14, in order to supply the 
printed products to the transport means. Meier, col. 4, lines 42 et seq. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use an inclined belt conveyor in the apparatus of Reist, in order to supply the 
printed products to the transport means. 

Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Reist as modified by Meier, and further in view of Honegger (US 4,034,845). 

Re claim 19, the device of Reist as modified by Meier comprises everything 
claimed except the feed section running in an essentially vertical plane. Honegger 
teaches such a section, in order to convey the printed products. Honegger, col. 3. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add a vertical feed section to the apparatus of Reist as modified 
by Meier, as taught by Honegger, in order to convey the printed products. 

Re claim 20, the device of Reist as modified by Meier and Honegger comprises 
an apparatus wherein the grippers move essentially perpendicularly to the vertical plane 
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and then increasingly in the direction of the conveying nip. See fig. 1 of Reist, also fig. 1 
of Meier. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5-8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the closest prior art does not disclose everything claimed. E.g., in Reist, the 
movable second part of the positive stop is formed by the trailing, not the leading leg of 
the gripper; and in Meier, there is no stop of stationary configuration. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 30 January 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that in Reist the part 37 has no stopping effect and is not part of 
the stop. This argument is moot, as the examiner has changed the grounds for 
rejection, with element 36 of Reist acting as the movable stop. Element 36 acts to guide 
the leading edge toward the stationary first part of the positive stop 44. 

Applicant argues that stop rail 44 of Reist differs from the stationary part of the 
positive stop claimed by applicant, because the stop rail of Reist prevents printed 
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products that pass too early into the transfer region from moving further, and only in 
exceptional cases do sheets hit the rail. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees with this argument. Applicant relies on col. 
7, lines 3 et seq. of Reist, which states that "[i]n the event that a printed product 6 
should arrive, in front of the gripper 3, at the transfer region or station 27, then the 
printed product 6 travels against the impact or stop rails 44 and is prevented by the 
latter from carrying out any further movement until it is entrained by the next gripper 3." 
The examiner recognizes that the rail 44 of Reist functions to stop material that has 
arrived before the gripper. However, this does not preclude the rail 44 from acting as a 
positive stop in the event that the material and the grippers are synchronized. Fig. 2 of 
Reist shows that element 36 serves to guide sheet edge 6a against rail 44. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy R. Severson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2209. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on 571-272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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